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Backgrounder
Rare Dirndl is changing the way American enthusiasts of German Culture buy dirndls by 
redefining traditional German dirndls and dirndl accessories, making them more fashionable, 
flirty, and badass for women who are proud of their heritage. As an active member of 
the German community in Chicago, owner and designer Erika Neumayer found herself 
extraordinarily bored with the dirndls available in the US. In 2010, she launched Rare Dirndl, 
modernizing the traditional dirndl and creating designs that can be worn everyday without 
losing the essence of their Southern German/Bavarian and Austrian roots. Neumayer designs 
dirndls that women want to wear whether they are have a special occasion in the German 
community or they are just grabbing a drink with friends. She uses unique textiles, trims and 
design elements that are new to the dirndl world, such as spikes, suede, bold prints and 
modern colors. Rare Dirndl is one of 3 companies in the United States making dirndls and the 
only company creating custom made and bridal dirndls. 

Rare Dirndl honors the traditional culture of the dirndl while appealing to a modern style. 
Erika’s goal is that women of all ages want to wear her dirndls, while focusing 80% of her 
attention on a millennial market and 20% of her attention to a more mature demographic.

Since 2013, when Neumayer re-located the business from her parents dining room to it’s 
current location in the Lincoln Square neighborhood of Chicago, sales have increased 25% 
plus year over year allowing her to quit her job waiting tables at the local German restaurant 
and support herself selling dirndls and dirndl accessories.

Mission: Rare Dirndl is committed to providing its customers with high quality dirndls and 
dirndl accessories that are made in the USA and make women feel proud of their Southern 
German/Bavarian or Austrian heritage without compromising their personal style. 

What is a dirndl? A dress with a fitted bodice, full skirt, blouse and apron traditionally worn 
in southern Germany and Austria. Dirndl accessories include jewelry, bloomers, petticoat, hat 
and/or purses. 

Where do you wear it? Typically, dirndls are worn at festivals like Maifest or Oktoberfest, 
weddings and special occasions such as German Club events. Rare Dirndls are designed to 
be worn anywhere and everywhere. The innovative use of fabrics, trims, colors and textures 
allows Rare Dirndls to be a statement of personal style and history as opposed to a costume 
that people gawk at. 

Why Dirndls? Since the age of 4, Neumayer has been wearing dirndls, dancing with the 
American Aid Society of German Descendants. After graduating from Dominican University 
with a BA in apparel design in 2009, she started to saw an opportunity to combine her 
passions and make a living. As a girl who wore a dirndl nearly every weekend from May to 
November, wearing the same thing over and over became redundant and she couldn’t find 
a dirndl in the United States that wasn’t drab, boring, or looked like a parody of the cliche St. 
Pauli Girl. So, she set to change that. 
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Backgrounder continued

In 2010 at the age of 24, with $2K and a home sewing machine, Neumayer launched Rare 
Dirndl in her parents dining room. By 2013, the business moved to it’s current location: a 
500 square foot studio in Chicago’s Germanic Lincoln Square neighborhood. By 2015, Rare 
Dirndl was a sustainable business and had been featured in numerous German-American 
magazines such as German Life, Das Fenster, and German World as well as seen on Fox 
& Friends, Better Mornings Atlanta and in the Nickelodeon Original Movie: Swindle. Sales 
continue to grow every year, with 2016 projected to be the best yet. Q1 2015 sales were 26 
dirndls and in Q1 2016 more than 100 dirndls sold. 

The Rare Dirndl Design Studio is located at 5051 N. Lincoln Ave, Chicago, IL 60625 and is 
open by appointment only. To make an appointment call the studio at 312-806-5099. Rare 
Dirndls, blouses and accessories can be purchased in studio or online from the website: www.
raredirndl.com To order a custom or bridal dirndl, e-mail Erika Neumayer directly at erika@
raredirndl.com.



Fact Sheet

Why Dirndls? Since the age of 4, Neumayer has been wearing dirndls, dancing with the American 
Aid Society of German Descendants. After graduating from Dominican University with a BA in apparel 
design in 2009, she started to saw an opportunity to combine her passions and make a living. As a 
girl who wore a dirndl nearly every weekend from May to November, wearing the same thing over and 
over became redundant and she couldn’t find a dirndl in the United States that wasn’t drab, boring, or 
looked like a parody of the cliche St. Pauli Girl. So, she set to change that.  

Mission: Rare Dirndl is committed to providing its customers with high quality dirndls and dirndl 
accessories that are made in the USA and make women feel proud of their Southern German/Bavarian 
or Austrian heritage without compromising their personal style.  

Best Selling Products: In Bloom Dirndl, Edelweiss Wrap Bracelet, Off-the-Shoulder Blouse with 
Gathers & Krampus Infinity Scarf 

Founded: 2010
Owner & Designer: Erika Neumayer
Location: Chicago, IL
Website: www.raredirndl.com
Blog: blog.raredirndl.com

What is a dirndl? A dress with a fitted bodice, full skirt, blouse and apron traditionally worn in southern 
Germany and Austria. Dirndl accessories include jewelry, bloomers, petticoat, hat and/or purses.

Where do you wear a Dirndl? Typically, dirndls are worn at festivals like Maifest or Oktoberfest, 
weddings and special occasions such as German Club events. Rare Dirndls are designed to be worn 
anywhere and everywhere. The innovative use of fabrics, trims, colors and textures allows Rare Dirndls 
to be a statement of personal style and history as opposed to a costume that people gawk at.

Facebook: facebook.com/RareDirndl - 15,293 likes
YouTube: Rare Dirndl - 292 subscribers
Instagram: @raredirndl - 2,329 followers
Pinterest: pinterest.com/raredirndln - 80.4K monthly viewes

Rare Dirndl

Erika Neumayer
Owner & Designer
erika@raredirndl.com

Design Studio

5051 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60625

312-806-5099
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Rare Dirndl was founded in 2010 by designer Erika Neumayer and is 
redefining traditional German dirndls and dirndl accessories making them 
more fashionable, flirty, and badass made for women who are proud of their 
heritage.



Dirndls
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Pronounced deer-n-dul, this traditional dress of southern 
Germany and Austria can be found all over the world being 
worn by those in the German community and others who are 
joining in on the festivities at events like Oktoberfest, Maifest 
and Frühlingsfest. 

• Tight-fitted bodice
• Center front closure using a zipper, buttons or hook & eye
• Full pleated or gathered skirt
• Pleated or gathered apron with long apron ties, tied in a bow

• Bow on the right if the wearer is married/taken
• Bow on the left if the wearer is single 
• Bow tied in the center if the wearer is a virgin 
• Bow tied in the back if the wearer is working (like a waitress or 

server)
• Detailed use of trims such as piping, ruffles, and pleated or braided 

trims. 

Classic/Traditional aspects of a dirndl

• Variety of unique bodice styles including a razor back bodice, halter 
strip-back and high-neckline with back keyhole.

• Unusual use of fabric textures including faux leathers and skins, 
faux furs, bold cotton prints and sheer fabrics. 

• Re-enforcements added inside the bodice like fusible interfacing 
and boning. 

• Unique uses of trimming on the bodice and aprons that take the 
dirndls from ordinary to extraordinary.

• They are all made in the USA.
• Each dirndl style is made in small batches and some are only 

made in runs of 8-15 pieces total. 

Details that make Rare Dirndls awesome



Blouses
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The Dirndl Blouse is a crucial part of the dirndl and is 
not to be forgotten. Typically a 1/2 blouse meant to 
compliment the dirndl and provide the wearer 
with yet another way to customize their look.

• White cotton 1/2 bodice blouse
• Big puff sleeves
• Often adorned with lace or eyelet trim
• Typical necklines include sweetheart, scoop neck 

or off-the-shoulder

Classic/Traditional aspects of a 
dirndl blouse

• Multiple sleeve variations including our best selling 
and most elegant draped sleeve blouse

• Use of wearable 40/60 poly/cotton blend makes our blouses not 
only washable, but you can skip the ironing!

• Our off-the-shoulder blouse STAYS off-the-shoulder thanks to our 
innovative design (on the inside)

• Out of the ordinary use of fabrics like lace, chiffon, and sparkle 
organza

• We use COLOR!! From red and pink to blue and green we 
make off-the-shoulder blouses in a variety of colors 

Details the make Rare Dirndl 
blouses cooler than the rest



Dirndl Accessories
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The look is not complete unless you bring it all together 
with accessories. From functional items like bloomers, 
petticoats and apron purses to the glamorous items 
like jewelry, scarves and hats, our accessories are the 
perfect way embrace the heritage! 

• Satin Bloomers: You must protect the booty from judging 
Oma’s and their wandering eyes!

• Dirndl Petticoat: Add a little poof to your skirt
• Edelweiss Wrap Bracelet: Comfortable and fits just about 

any wrist, this is the perfect accessory for a dirndl or an 
everyday outfit

• Apron Purses: Slide your apron ties through the straps of the 
purse and now you have a clutch that’s attached to you at the 
hip!

• Bavarian Style Hats: Classic wool or modern straw we 
adorn these hats with everything from ribbons and flowers to 
feathers and buttons. 

Our Favorite Accessories 

Significance of the Edelweiss 
(featured on many of our accessories) 
The edelweiss flower is a unique little flower that grows high in 
the alps of southern Germany, Austria and Switzerland. It was 
said to be a sign of great love because one had to climb high 
up the mountain to retrieve one. There are now laws in place to 
protect the picking of wild edelweiss, but the flower still remains 
as a symbol of nobility, love and bravery. It can often be found on 
everything from Swiss Army Knives to jewelry, dish towels and 
sweaters. This little flower has grown to become a recognizable 
symbol of the alps and the surrounding German speaking 
countries.



Bridal Dirndls
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Bridal has become our fastest growing line in the past 3 
years and continues to gain popularity. From brides looking 
for a Bridal Dirndl to match their Oktoberfest-themed 
rehearsal dinner to those who are looking to show off their 
heritage while still keeping to customary wedding traditions, 
these ladies are quickly finding out that Rare Dirndl is the 
only United States manufacture of Bridal Dirndls. 

I had specific color tones in mind for my bridal dirndl as I 
wanted it to match a 100 plus year-old family heirloom, a Schiffli 
lace veil made from my great-grandmother’s wedding dress. I 
desired subdued elegance; no tulle, beads, and sequins for me. 
Erika understood my vision; we agreed on a champagne and 
pale gold dress with a sheer lace apron. I really can’t thank her 
enough and the pictures say it all.
 - Mary-Claire Glasenhardt, Chicago IL

We decided to have a German-themed wedding rehearsal 
in honor of my German heritage! Everyone raved about my 
gorgeous dirndl! They especially loved how the colors of our 
wedding, sage and plum, were incorporated into the dirndl 
truly embodying a one of kind masterpiece! The dirndl really 
made our dress rehearsal memorable. 
 - Monica Jirak, Chicago IL

• Uses more luxurious fabrics like silk, beaded lace and brocade 
• Even more structure added to the bodice
• The bride can easily incorporate color in the apron ties, neckline trim, ribbon 

lacing on the bodice or in the piping
• Each bridal dirndl is made to order to the bride’s measurements so it is less 

likely to need alterations 
• They are super versatile! A bride can wear her dirndl again with a different 

apron (or not) to another event like Bock Bier Fest!

What Makes a Bridal Dirndl Special 

Some of our Happiest Brides
“

“

”

”
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Rare Dirndl was founded in 2010 and has been growing ever since. Owner and designer, Erika 
Neumayer started the clothing line in her parent’s dining room and living room when searching for a 
fashion forward dirndl in America seemed impossible. She knew there was a demand for this type 
of product because many people had expressed their frustration to her as well. Her first collection, 
Rainforest, pushed the boundaries by using unconventional dirndl fabrics, textures & silhouettes and 
included the best-selling dirndl (the only one of its kind) The Leopard Dirndl.

In 2013, Erika moved the business to the Rare Dirndl Design Studio in the Lincoln Square 
neighborhood of Chicago. And in 2014, she added custom Bridal designs, bridesmaids, accessories 
and jewelry.

Growing up in Chicago, starting her business in Chicago and opening a Design Studio in Chicago is 
just 1 of the many reasons Erika is passionate about keeping all the production local. Erika designs 
and creates the first samples in the studio and the inventory is cut and sewn within 10 miles of Lincoln 
Square. 

You can check out all Rare Dirndl products on this site or get to know the brand better by following 
Erika and the Rare Dirndl team on Facebook (Facebook.com/raredirndl), Instagram (@raredirndl), or 
YouTube (youtube.com/erikaneumayer)



Personal Bio
Erika Neumayer was born in Chicago, IL and is passionate about keeping the production of her 
products in Chicago as well. Her journey in the fashion industry started with her bachelors degree 
with distinction in Apparel Design from Dominican University. Her sophomore year, Erika received the 
Up and Coming Designer of the year award at the 2007 Dominican University Fashion show. That 
May she also traveled to Ghana, West Africa to study the prominent textile industry. That trip, she 
says, “opened my eyes to the world of cultural textile and dress”. In 2008, Erika designed and created 
eight garments for the Dominican University Fashion show and once again came away with the Up 
and Coming Designer of the year award. 

In 2009, Erika won first place in the AATCC 2009 C2C®/CITDA Design Competition for product 
design with her collection of maternity wear entitled Footsteps. As part of the prize, Erika was sent 
to Goa, India to represent the United States with her line and compete at an international level. Also 
that year, Erika continued her studies in Paris, France. At the Paris-American Academy, she learned 
multiple couture techniques and learned more about fashion and cultural dress. And then in 2010, 
Rare Dirndl was born! Realizing the need for a fresh, modern, and edgy twist on the traditional dress, 
she designed her first collection and released it in March and has been rocking the world with her 
dirndl and menswear designs ever since! 

Why design dirndls and tracht? Since 1990, Erika has been a member of the American Aid Society 
of German Descendants. In 2001, when she joined the Jugendgruppe, she knew she had found her 
home. Being of Donauschwaben descent, she felt a strong connection with the people involved and 
the culture behind the organization. After she graduated from design school, she saw a hole in the 
American dirndl market that needed to 
be filled and she was happy to do it. 
“There was a glaringly obvious lack of 
anything fresh, modern or edgy in the 
American dirndl market. German dirndl 
designers were worlds ahead of us and 
that’s not acceptable in my eyes!”

Her passion for the culture led her 
to create the line Rare Dirndl, which 
combines modern fashion trends 
with traditional German, Austrian and 
Swiss costume. “There is nothing I 
would rather be creating. Designing 
dirndls and tracht allows me to push 
myself creatively and be involved in 
the fashion industry and the German 
community.”
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Testimonials
Meet some of our customers!

“I have a bit of a dirndl addiction, 
but my “Raven” Dirndl is my 
absolute favorite one yet! I am 
completely in love with it! Not only 
is it truly unique, but it captures 
my rock n’ roll style perfectly!  I 
wore it to Oktoberfest in Munich 
this year and I cannot tell you how 
many compliments I received! I’m 
already looking forward to my next 
Rare Dirndl purchase!”

Finally a bridesmaids dress I 
can wear again! And again, and 
again! Who doesn’t feel awesome 
when they’re wearing a dirndl?! 
Nobody! How often do you get to 
wear a comfortable bridesmaids 
dress that you love and feel great 
in? Almost never. I can’t wait to 
wear this dirndl again, especially 
knowing that it has it’s own 
special story behind it.” 

“I contacted Erika about creating 
custom dirndls for myself and my 
sister. Within a few days, Erika 
had emailed me fabric ideas, 
layouts of embroidery work, and 
beautiful drawings of the dirndl 
design and a few weeks later I 
had the beautiful dirndls. The 
dirndls were a fantastic way to 
incorporate, Mockery Brewery into 
our Oktoberfest adventures.”

“When we were planning our 
wedding, my now-husband and 
I decided our biggest priority 
was for everyone to have a great 
time. And what better way to do 
that than have an Oktoberfest 
rehearsal dinner. I was beyond 
thrilled with the dirndl. I’ll be able 
to get so much wear out and I got 
so many compliments.”

“I’m so happy with my purchase! 
I wore the Nightfall Dirndl to 
Oktoberfest at the Bavarian Inn in 
Milwaukee this past weekend and 
I with I had more of your business 
cards with. At least ten or more 
people asked me where I bought 
the dirndl, and I proudly said Rare 
Dirndl!” 

I am obsessed with the color 
yellow, the brighter the better!! 
So, when I saw the Sunflower 
Dirndl I knew I just had to have it. 
Since then, I’ve worn it as many 
times as possible!! I always wear 
it during our Labor Day trips, my 
home Oktoberfest, or anytime I 
feel the need to show my German 
pride!!

Jen from Cincinnati, OH

Katherine from Chicago, IL

Angela from Cedarburg, WI

Amy from Chicago, IL

Katie from Bloomington, IL

Rachel from Denver, CO
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Press
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